
General Housekeeping
• Everyone will be muted upon entry to the Webinar

• The webinar will be recorded.  By participating in the webinar, 
you are agreeing to be recorded.

• If you have questions during the presentation, please use the 
question or chat function. 

• In light of current circumstances, we will highlight Bedford 
resources available to assist with online teaching. 

• At the end of the webinar, we will have a live Q&A option.  If 
you want to ask a question at the end of the webinar, raise 
your hand and you will be unmuted to ask your question.
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How do you effectively combine 
argument and literature? 

What challenges do you or your colleagues 
encounter when using literature to teach 
argument? 

How do you address those challenges? 



Elements of Argument

When you argue, you attempt to persuade an audience to 
accept your claims regarding an issue by presenting 
evidence,  explaining your reasoning, and relying on 
assumptions

• Persuade
• Audience
• Claim
• Issue
• Evidence
• Reasoning
• Assumptions



Kinds of Issues

• Issues of Fact
• Issues of Theme
• Issues of Definition
• Issues of Symbolism
• Issues of Pattern
• Issues of evaluation

• Issues of historical & 
cultural context

• Issues of genre
• Issues of social policy
• Issues of cause and 

effect



Tell all the truth but tell it slant—
Success in Circuit lies
Too bright for our infirm Delight
The Truth’s superb surprise

As Lightning to the Children eased
With explanation kind
The Truth must dazzle gradually
Or every man be blind—

Sample Poem



Q&A with Professors Schilb and Clifford
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How can we help you?

John L. Schilb 
jschilb@indiana.edu 

John Clifford
cliffordj@uncw.edu 

Vivian Garcia, 
Marketing Manager, English

Vivian.Garcia@macmillan.com

 
Follow Bedford English on Social Media      
Twitter: Bedford_English                                   
Facebook: BedfordEnglish


